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Hybrid Worship  
Come in person or on Zoom 
10 am Sunday 

Fellowship on Zoom 
3 pm Wednesday 

Church Office: 
Carrie Portillo, Office Manager 
Office Hours: 
9:30-12:30 Tuesdays 
9:00-12:30 Wednesdays 
9:00-12:30 Thursdays 
(805) 466-9108 
atascaderoucc@gmail.com 
 

As I Ponder…  
Like many of you, I am filled with sadness and anger about the 
ongoing violence in Gaza. I have struggled to know how to 
respond, what to say, what to do. The attack by Hamas last 
October was horrific! While not the same, it is reminiscent of the 
attack on the Twin Towers. I suspect that the kind of pain and 
grief which still reverberate in our country from that violence will 
resonate for years to come in Israel. It also seems to me that the 
reaction from the Israeli leadership is not dissimilar to how our 
own leadership responded in 2001, an ongoing violent response 
to destroy the terrorists.  

In both cases, thousands of people have died and hundreds of 
thousands more had their lives uprooted, their homes and 
livelihoods destroyed.  

I understand that the situation in Israel and Palestine is 
“complicated” and cannot be resolved simply nor easily. But over 
and over the “collateral damage” is always the people caught in 
the middle, the ones who don’t have the power to escape or to 
defend themselves. It seems that the pawns in this game (and too 
many other games) are either insignificant in value or being 
intentionally sacrificed. And it makes me sick! 

My heart breaks for all of the families – in Israel and in Gaza – 
who have been and are being brutalized and torn apart. My heart 
breaks for those at the receiving end of revenge. And my heart 
breaks that as human beings, we keep returning to never ending 
cycles of revenge. 

I am convinced that, as followers of Jesus, we need to keep our 
focus on the ones being side-lined, those silenced and unseen. 
They are the ones Jesus stopped for, looked at, listened to, and 
healed. They are the ones who need(ed) the blessing. 

Gratefully yours…  heather 
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Building our Community 

Rummage Sale was an amazing success!! Over $2300. Wow! One of our best. This doesn’t happen 
without all of you. I know each one of you had a part in this success. Thank you seems late, but all are 
forever appreciated. Thank you, Sharon Whisenhunt, for always being a partner to make this happen. 

Pride in the Plaza June 1! So awesome to be a part of this LGBTQ Event. As always, sharing with 
Paso Plymouth Church and SLO UCC. This is an opportunity to become more acquainted with our 
sister churches and share our welcoming spirit with everyone. Opens at 11 am. Come by to enjoy the 
festivities and sit with us the booth #10!  

Atascadero Pride is June 16th. Please contact BOC/Brenda at dbmjmay@aol.com or 805 748-7412 
to be part of this third awesome event for LGBTQ! Important to continue this event in our community! 
Being held at the Zoo Garden starting at 10am. We will be at our table starting at 11 am (family hours) 
until 6 pm. From 5-10 pm is adult festivities, if you want to stay for those or come later.  

Celebrating Pastor Heather Branton for her 10th Anniversary will be happening October 27, 2024! 
If you would like to help with this special celebration, please contact BOC/Brenda May at 
dbmjmay@aol.com or 805 466-8610 or text 805 748-7412.  

If anyone would like to be part of the Building Our Community Ministry, please contact the numbers 
above. 

Brenda May, Building our Community Chair 
 

Communications Ministry 

The Communications Ministry Team has created an attractive and informative new flyer about 
Community Church. The flyer will be distributed whenever we interact with the public at community 
events like the Pride Festival in SLO and at Atascadero city-wide events. It will also be available for 
our pastor to use as she engages with the community. 

Visitors to our church will find copies of the new flyer in the narthex and in Fellowship Hall. 

We invite all our church members to share the flyer with friends who are looking for a welcoming, 
progressive Christian community. 

Eileen O’Grady, Communications Ministry Chair 
 

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor Heather will be on vacation June 11-July 3. She and Jeanne will be taking a road trip back to 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, where she will co-officiate a wedding. They will also participate in a Celebration 
of Life for their friend, Jayne Thorson. The trip will give them lots of opportunities to reconnect with 
family and friends. Please keep them in your prayers throughout their travels. 
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Southern California Nevada Conference News 

Our New Conference Minister Rev. Rachael Pryor Begins June 1 

We are excited to welcome Rachael as she assumes this important role full-time on June 1. She will 
work remotely through June and July, and will be in Southern California for Annual Gathering and the 
Western Regional Youth Event. You'll be able to meet Rachael in person at Annual Gathering. We will 
send out her contact information June 1.  

Beginning June 1, Acting Conference Minister Rev. Kris Bergstrom will provide transitional support on 
a half-time basis in June and July. Edith Guffey, Project Manager for Administration, will conclude her 
time with the Conference July 5. Ellis Arnold will continue in their half-time role as Associate 
Conference Minister (Designated-Term). 

Your first opportunity to meet Rachael will be when she attends the Conference Annual Gathering in 
June at Chapman University. 

Western Regional Youth Event 

Love > Fear 

June 23 - 27, 2024 

It’s not too late! Western Regional Youth Event (WRYE) is an event that happens every four years. 
Youth (current 6th graders to current 12th graders) from churches in the United Church of Christ in 
the western half of the United States come together for music, inspirational speakers, direct service 
opportunities, workshops, games, fun, and this time we’re also doing a day at Disneyland! We’re 
inviting youth from thirteen states—from Hawaii to Colorado, from Washington to New Mexico. 
Because of the pandemic this will be our first chance to gather in six years! That’s a whole generation 
of middle and high school! We’re incredibly excited to make WRYE a reality again. Come join us and 
experience what it’s like to be a part of something bigger than your local faith community as we join 
with youth groups from across the country! 

Where:  California State University, Long Beach 

Ages of Youth:  This event is open to youth currently in 6th grade through currently in 12th grade 
(2023-24 school year). 

Costs:  $675 to include housing, meals, and admission for one day at Disneyland. 

For more information https://www.wryeucc.org/  

Community Church Choir.  Have you been appreciating the choir? Or perhaps wondering if you can 
join? Well, you can! Come join us as we have fun making music together. Rehearsals are most 
Sundays at 9 am. Follow the announcements for updated information. 

Bible Study will be on hiatus during Pastor Heather’s vacation. It will resume July 10. 
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Historian’s Corner 

In June 1918, the Atascadero news referred to a lengthy article in the Telegram Tribune concerning a 
plan in San Luis Obispo to consolidate churches to eliminate duplication of service during wartime 
and pointing for exemplification to the Atascadero Federated Church: they even went so far as to 
appoint committees and movement was made to unionize the evangelical Churches of San Luis 
Obispo. Mention was made of the Atascadero Federated Church in the Christian Herald 1917. 

In July 1918, as county superintendent of the Christian Endeavor Society, Miss Minnie Koenig 
attended the State convention. 

Plans for the Community Church were presented by EG Lewis to the church membership on June 19, 
1919. Much organizational work went in during the years 1917 through 1919. This was evident when 
in planning the new building for the Federated church, arrangements were made for Boy and Girl 
Scout rooms, for a place of meeting for different civic and internal organizations, and for the library. In 
addition, a swimming pool was included for the youth of the community. There were already thriving 
Sunday school classes for those of all ages and active junior and senior Christian Endeavor Societies 
with capable leaders. There were morning and evening Sunday services as well as midweek prayer 
services. The "Veterans of the Cross" was organized for church members over 60 years of age: which 
from the record, must have been a very active group. Each year this group was given a dinner by 
other women of the church at which time reports were given, officers elected and plans made for 
some projects for the coming year. Records indicate the projects were extensive and productive. 
Before leaving the year 1918 far behind, we should state some other pertinent facts: Dr. C. A. Love 
took over as resident physician in the community following Dr. George Campbell. Mr. M. L. Oakes 
came to Atascadero as official photographer for Mr. E. G. Lewis. September 1918 marked a surprise 
party (to his knowledge, planned as a meeting of the cemetery association) to help Dr. E. A. Berry, 
pastor, celebrating his wedding anniversary. On the fourth anniversary of the Federated church, there 
was a church picnic held in stadium park on July 17, 1919. E. G. Lewis talked about the new church 
plans and pledged dollar for dollar all monies contributed by church members and friends. 

On August 3, 1919, Dr. E. A. Berry resigned as minister. In September the church purchased the 
Charles Lindsay home on Palma Avenue to use as a Church manse. Dr. H. K. Loken was the first 
minister to occupy the manse and officially preached his first sermon on November 9, 1919, with Dr. 
Berry welcoming him to the new church. On November 11th, the church service noted the first 
anniversary of Armistice Day. October 12 marked the first Sunday School Rally Day, and in 
September Minnie Koenig and Harry Peterson were united in marriage. 

On December 6, 1919, Mr. Lawrence Hess has began making the estimates for the Federated Church 
now to be built. (Mr. Hess was a bookkeeper at the community lumberyard). That year the community 
Christmas program was held at the theater building on Traffic way where "Snow White" was shown on 
the screen and Christmas treats were given to the children afterwards. On January 8, 1920, those on 
the building committee for the Federated church met and discussed the plans which were now in the 
making for the church. The Sunday School unit was to the be the first part of the group of three more 
units and this was to be followed by an auditorium and fraternity building. Noted also was the fact that 
at this time Mr. Lewis built the hospital where it now stands and dedicated it to his parents. It was 
actually meant to be a convalescent hospital for elderly people; however, with no hospital nearby, it 
was not long before it was used as a community general hospital. 

Kent Kenney, Historian 
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SLO4HOME Update – A New Family is Here! 
Martha Staib 

The county-wide nonprofit group of volunteers named SLO4HOME has sponsored seven families 
from war-torn countries such as Afghanistan and Syria to come and resettle in San Luis Obispo 
county. Another family has just arrived, and is the first family to relocate north of the Cuesta Grade. A 
house has been rented and furnished and we are now working on transportation and education 
needs, work permits, and other government services. Let me introduce you to the family— Arsen was 
born and raised in Kharkiv, Ukraine as well as his wife Elena who he met while attending college. They 
were married in 2019 and a year later their son Aaron was born. Arsen was in marketing and sales of 
alcoholic beverages and over time had built his own client network. Elena received an advanced 
degree in computer engineering but found work as a Human Resources manager for companies 
specializing in telecommunications and logistics. The family also includes Olga, Arsen’s mother, who 
worked as a heat supply operator in Kharkiv for over 30 years and then part-time as a kindergarten 
assistant teacher. 

When the war in Ukraine started with the Russian invasion, the family of four moved to Bulgaria but 
were soon harassed and threatened by the locals for being Ukrainians. They found their new home to 
be unsafe and then applied to come to the United States. Through SLO4HOME they now have a 
home in Paso Robles and hope to improve their English over the coming months so they can find 
work and become independent of the sponsorship within the next year. Join me in wishing this family 
all the best for a hopeful future within a supportive community. 

 

Mary Jane McConville 

Dear Heather and everyone at Community Church of Atascadero,  

Mary Jane McConville passed away on March 30th. She did not want any bother to be made, no 
notice to be sent and I have followed her wishes. Of course I have informed the few people who I 
know, but no official announcement is necessary or was even desired.   

Mary Jane truly loved Heather and found family at the church. You all were very much appreciated by 
her. 

Best, Craig Talmy (son) 

 
 

Keep on your hearts & in your prayers… 

Pat C, Lisa K, Livia K, Joseph P, Uncle George & Uncle Jimmy 

And all of the caregivers 
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3 Ways to Give Financially 

1. Send a check to the Community Church:  5850 Rosario Ave., Atascadero, CA 93422 
2. Online at www.atascaderoucc.org 
3. Mobile app Tithe.ly 

 a)  Search “Tithe.ly” in the app store (Google or Apple). Download and install the Tithe.ly app. 
 b)  Click “Give Now” to start and then, in “Find a church”, enter “Community Church of Atascadero” 
 c)  Enter the amount you would like to give 
 d)  Enter a credit card or bank account to link to the app 
 e)  You have the option to cover the fees:  $.30 for the transaction plus either 1.0% for a bank transfer or 

2.9% for credit card. 
 f)  Click “Give” and you have now successfully given to Community Church! (Oh, and you have the option 

to set up recurring giving.) 

Thank you for the many ways you continue to help CCA be financially healthy! 

 

June/July Birthdays & Anniversaries 

June 
4 – Linda Finister 
16 – Dean Young 
22 – Larry Young 
22 – Anniversary – Mark & Celia Bewley 
22 – Anniversary – Steve & Myra Douglass 
24 – Christiana Dilger 
26 – Danielle Dilger 
 

July 
2 – Judi Solari 
5 – Bethany Maxwell 
7 – Anniversary – Jim Carlisle & Pat Cairns 
12 – Dick Ramont 
15 – Cherie Weber 
21 – Jennifer Thorne 
31 – Phyllis Cerny 

 

ZOOM LINKS 

To join via the internet (computer or smartphone), simply click on the internet link. To join with your 
telephone (audio only), dial (1) 669 900 9128. When asked, enter the Meeting ID and Password. 
 
 

Sunday Worship and 
Midweek Fellowship 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/937257009?pwd=UGZVR
HdoNVRYS09TWElGcWlXQkJvdz09  

MEETING ID:  937 257 009 
PASSCODE:  528041 

Church Council https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81215310853?pwd=YldsN
TUzdkx0NzJkcHZvamlYRjJodz09 

MEETING ID:  812 1531 0853 
PASSCODE:  481994 

 
 

Keeping Connected. Some within our congregation do not use email or have access to online 
communication. Please give them a call or send a card to keep them in the loop. Thank you. 
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JUNE/JULY CALENDAR 

 
  

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
June 1 Pride

2 Pride 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 am Choir Pastor’s day off 9:30 Zoom Bible study
10 am Hybrid worship 3pm Zoom Fellowship
     with Communion
11 am Fellowship
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9 am Choir Pastor’s day off 3pm Zoom Fellowship
10 am Hybrid worship 4pm Echo Meal

7pm Moderators

16 Father's Day 17 18 19 20 21 22
9 am Choir 3pm Zoom Fellowship
10 am Hybrid worship
12 pm Church Council

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9 am Choir 3pm Zoom Fellowship
10 am Hybrid worship

30 July 1 2 3 4 5 6

9 am Choir 3pm Zoom Fellowship
10 am Hybrid worship

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9 am Choir Pastor’s day off 9:30 Zoom Bible study
10 am Hybrid worship 3pm Zoom Fellowship
     with Communion 4pm Echo Meal
11 am Fellowship
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9 am Choir Pastor’s day off 9:30 Zoom Bible study
10 am Hybrid worship 3pm Zoom Fellowship

7pm Moderators
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9 am Choir Pastor’s day off 9:30 Zoom Bible study
10 am Hybrid worship 3pm Zoom Fellowship
12 pm Church Council
28 29 30 31
9 am Choir Pastor’s day off 9:30 Zoom Bible study
10 am Hybrid worship 3pm Zoom Fellowship

Independence 
Day

Pride in the 
Plaza

Pastor Heather on vacation

Pastor Heather on vacation

Pastor Heather on vacation

Pastor Heather on vacation
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